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Dear Friends + Families of Mae House,

       Did we have fun celebrating our 5 years of Mae House ... I’ll say!! In January, Members and Assistants 
and all had a party to celebrate and then in June we had a 5 year celebration, Open House style.  We 
were so happy to have so many of you there.  It was lots of fun enjoying an easy Sunday afternoon “tea 
party” with cookies and treats, iced tea and lemonade.  It was such a wonderful opportunity for us all to 
gather and enjoy each other’s company and conversation. Before we know it, Mae House will celebrate its 
6 year anniversary on January 27, 2024.  P.S. Many thanks to the bakers of the treats.

       Mae House is excited to announce that we have expanded our Board of Directors and have four new 
Board Members.  Jon Marchiorlatti, Ted Slater, and I continue on and we welcome Barbara Heffernan, Sam 
Pavoni, Susan Stiefel, and Ed Slater.  We all have a passion for Mae House and look to make the next five 
years even better than the first five.  

       A few initiatives on our list in no particular order:

       1. Expand the home to add another bedroom, bathroom, and enlarge the existing bathroom.  

       2. We will draft a plan for a Capital Campaign that would allow Mae House to purchase its current                    

       location on Fullerton Avenue and have an update of plan by summer 2024.

       3. Once a Capital Campaign is launched and achieved, we would like to develop an Endowment 

       strategy to eventually have Mae House be self-sustaining.

       4. To continue to expand programs for the existing residents and to start to introduce other women 

       from other parts of the community.  Some ideas for program expansion are science projects, exercise 

       classes, and expanding the gardening, arts + crafts, and cooking activities to name a few.

       In order to achieve these goals, we rely on you, our friends and family, and we continue to be grateful 
for helping us accompolish what we have set out to do. Thank you in advance for your consideration to 
give to Mae House this Holiday season. 

       Mae House is blessed to have the wonderful care from our ten Assistants – Dina, Elvira, Jennie, 
Jessica, Luisa, Megan, Monica, Nathaly, Samara, and Sandra. They are caring, thoughtful, kind, and 
considerate.  They take the time to listen to the girls and really provide a safe and inspired space for their 
personal development. 

       Leading the group of Assistants is Annie with her personal way of teaching and demonstrating the 
Mae House way.  We have formed a strong and united team and will continue to build upon that positive 
leadership and energy.

       As a reminder, our Notecards (Seashells, Flowers, Christmas, Collage) are always for sale, please visit 
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     Carrie, Gina, Hannah and Tanette continue to grow as 
all young women do.  Their relationship with each other 
and staff are really fun to observe and so rewarding for all.

     I don’t really know how to thank you all enough, so  
hopefully this update will do so.

Blessings!

Love, 

Liz
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After being a volunteer at Cat Rescue for many years, Carrie was hired as an employee. Four days a 
week, she works there with Michelle, her job coach, by her side for support. She takes care of the cats 
by feeding them, brushing their fur, and her most favorite part, playing with her best cat pal, Peekaboo. 
Carrie finds so much purpose in being able to work and bond with the cats. There is a special connection 
that brings both sides comfort and love. She is able to practice her social skills by interacting with other 
staff and volunteers. This widens her circle of friendship and allows her to grow and learn within a safe 
environment.

After a busy week, there is a special time each Sunday for Carrie. Sunday walks around Balboa Island with 
her dad have been a part of Carrie’s life since she was about eight years old. Unless it is raining, you can 
find Carrie with her dad walking throughout the harborside community side-by-side. This Sunday pastime 
is very special for Carrie to share with her dad. The sound of their steps keeps them in-sync with each 
other, and without many words needed, the father and daughter bond is strenghtened. 

Carrie’s quiet ways speak volume through her gentle and sweet personality and her routines keep her 
grounded and at peace.  

CARRIE 

Every year, Tanette takes two trips to Las Vegas to visit her older sister, Alicia. Going to the airport 
is still a novelty for Tanette, and she enjoys checking-in her suitcase, going through the TSA lines, 
and watching planes land and take off while waiting for her flights. Traveling to see her sister is so 
special for her, because spending time with Alicia are some of her most cherished times. 

Summertime is also a special time because Tanette gets to attend a one-day surf camp with Surfers 
Healing.  Taking place at Doheny State Beach in Dana Point, CA, she gets to spend the day at 
the beach riding the waves with a Surfers Healing’s volunteer. With her wetsuit on, Tanette grabs 
a board, paddles out into the ocean, and tries to catch that wave with her volunteer helping her 
every step of the way. No matter how cold the water is, she comes out of the water energized and 
renewed. The healing power of the majestic ocean does wonders for the soul and heart. 

Whether being with family or friends, Tanette loves to spend time with others and brings cheer to 
all those around her. 

TANETTE

In May, Gina received her 15-year pin for service at Vons Pavilion in Newport Beach, CA. This huge 
milestone was very special as it celebrated the pride and commitment Gina has for her job. Working at 
Vons allows Gina to develop her independence and growth in a professional setting. She practices her 
customer service skills while learning how to engage with her co-workers. As a courtesy clerk, some of her 
responsibilities include bagging groceries, taking out the trash, and cleaning check stands. Gina’s dream 
job is to be able to manage her own grocery store. 

Another highlight for Gina this summer was traveling by herself to visit family friends in Texas. She flew 
on her own and stayed with friends without her parents present. She had a blast and is ready to book her 
next trip. New York City is high on her list!

These experiences demonstrate how much Gina values being able to do things on her own. Her personal 
growth enables her to live a life full of possibilities and joy. 

GINA

Over the summer, Hannah enjoyed more time outdoors in the sunshine and ocean breeze. You can catch 
her riding her bike in the neighborhood, passing through the park and familiar streets while greeting 
neighbors and friends. Watching the sunset at the beach, meandering through shops at Fashion Island, 
and cruising down PCH in the Adventure Van brought her calm and ease. These simple moments filled 
her days and made her happy.  

The highlight of every summer is going to the beach house with her family. She helps pack her bag and 
eagerly makes the drive to join them. Being surrounded by her most favorite humans in life, Hannah takes 
walks with her mom and dad, plays in the sand with her buckets and shovels, and watches life unfold at a 
slower pace and rhythm. She returns to Mae House after the week away refreshed, tan, and full of stories 
to share with the Members and Assistants. 

Connecting with others is important in maintaining the bond with those closest to Hannah, as well as 
encourages her to engage with the larger community that surrounds her. 

HANNAH
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June 4, 2023 was a day of community, fellowship and gratitude as Mae House celebrated its 5th Anniversary 
with an afternoon Tea Party. The Members welcomed their families, friends, Staff, community partners, Board 
Members, donors, volunteers, and neighbors to the house for some treats, fun conversations and special time 
being together. The Members were so proud so show off their home to all those who toured, highlighting 
the personal touches in how they decorated their rooms, the bountiful garden in the backyard, and arts and 
crafts they created with the Assistants. All those who passed through our door were gifted with Mae House 
merchandise (sweatshirts, t-shirts and hats) that Liz had prepared for everyone. New friendships were made 
along with old friends reuniting as stories of past achievements and upcoming plans and goals were shared. 

Everyone had so much fun and did not want the party to end. Our hearts were full of joy and blessings knowing 
the big impact Mae House has for its Members, Assistants and all the lives that are touched by the Vision and 
Mission of this beautiful ministry. This celebration marked the actualization of what began as a dream for Ed 
and Liz and is now grounded in the love and support of the many people who believe in the important work 
of what Mae House represents to all those who we serve today and in the future. 

Special thanks to our bakers, all of the treats were delicious and enjoyed by all!!



FOR SALE 
1963 Chevy Nova SS
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GINA wants to share these fun facts with you: 

• Favorite music: Hip/hop and rap 

• Favorite movie: The Wizard of Oz

• Favorite horror movie: Lights Out

• Favorite things to do: amusement parks - would 
love to go to Six Flags one day

• Favorite holiday: Halloween - likes scary/creepy 
stuff including haunted mazes

• Favorite colors: hot pink, black, dark red 

• Favorite dessert: ice cream and frozen yogurt 

Jenni Adishian 
Michael Alexander 
Veruska Alferrano
Carley & Evan Algorri 
Alicia & Chirag Amin 
Ashley Anderson 
Chris & Claudia Auer 
Malissa Balderama 
Gibby Banta 
Judy & Dick Bauer 
John Berokoff 
Dennis & Robin Biggs
Joann Brekhus 
Nancy & Floyd Brown 

Cheri Brumleu 
James & Mary Buckingham 
Henry Buckingham 
Jennifer Butts 
Chuck Caldwell 
Becky Hayes 
Diana & Bruce Charles 
Katherine Claxton 
Aubrey Closson 
Dottie & Joe Clougherty 
Rosalie Cobb 
Crail-Johnson Foundation 
Lori & Terry Cummins  
Dan & Michaela O’Melveny 

Margaret Darnell 
Susan DeMille 
Christine Devarenne 
Sandy DeYoung 
Paula & Pat Donahue 
Kelly Emery 
Robert Fallon 
Doug & Kathy Forde 
Rhenda Foster 
Susan & Wayne Franklin 
Taryn Frawley 
Michael & Lynn Galliano  
Margie & Jim Gauss 
Margaret & John Given  
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DONOR LIST NOVEMBER 2022 - OCTOBER 2023

HANNAH wants to share these fun facts with you: 

• Favorite snack: fruit

• Favorite place to get lunch: Pick Up Stix

• Favorite type of arts and crafts: stickers

• Favorite activity: likes to ride her bike to get snacks

• Her favorite song is “Layla” by Eric Clapton

• Likes to FaceTime with her sister 

• Favorite color: pink

• Favorite birthday treat: pumpkin pie 

TANETTE wants to share these fun facts with you:

• Dream vacation: cruise to Alaska with Alicia

• Favorite thing to do at Aspire: drawing and 
painting pictures to give as presents

• Favorite activities: walking, going to Knotts Berry 
Farm, playing with Pokémon cards

• Favorite Pokémon: Pikachu 

• Favorite books: Twilight series and Amine

• Favorite holiday: Christmas because she likes to 
buy people gifts

• Favorite color: green

CARRIE wants to share these fun facts with you:

• Favorite thing about the Cat Rescue: playing with 
the cats 

• Favorite activities: walking, hanging out with her 
dad and sister, going to classical music concerts 

• Place she would like to visit: Big Bear (she used to 
go with her mom) 

• Favorite color: red

• Favorite place to go with Stacy (her job coach): 
Pizza Bakery and the thrift stores



DONOR LIST (CONTINUED) NOVEMBER 2022 - OCTOBER 2023

Jennifer & Curtis Good 
Gary & Jacqueline Greene 
Kathy & Tom Greubel 
Linda Haigh 
Elisha Hall 
Mary Elizabeth Hasbrouck 
Jay & Robin Haskell 
Dan & Susan Hayes 
Gary & Sandi Hill 
Janet Holladay 
Erica Johnson 
Susanne & Eric Johnson 
Maile Jones 
Tim Joyce 
Terry Jurado 
Jim Kaleff
Mike & Natalie Kearon 
Linda Kelly 
Sabrina & Scott Ketchum 
Lewis A Kingsley Foundation 
Jim & Carol Krueger 
Tracy Larson 
Russell Leatherby 
Alyssa Little 
Diana & Larry Lorenzi 
Warren & Susan Lortie 
Richele Lowery  
Robert & Mary Pat Lucas 
Erin & Matt Lusins 
Gigi Lusinsky 
Keith & Carolyn Lyon 
Craig & Matthew Lyon 
Whitney & Ward Mace 
Emmett Malloy 
Amy Malloy 
Diana & David Margileth 
Anthony Marotti 
Martha & Dean McCormick 
Kim McEntee 
Lori McKay 
Debbie & Tim McMullen 
Carolyn Menne 
Barbara & Ed Meserve 
Jeanne & Steve Murow 
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National Philanthropic Trust
Mario Navarro 
Mary & David Nealey 
Jeffrey & Jolayne Nichols 
Nordstrom
Norse Manufacturing 
Barbara Orbe 
Jordan & Dawn Otterbein 
Sam Pavoni 
Milo Perez 
Peter Rooney 
Sheree & Richard Phillips 
Gary & Nancy Pickett 
Jess & Joe Piscetta 
Sheila Piscetta 
Darcy & Ryan Polizzatto 
Scott Pollard 
Francesca Rehnborg 
Patrick Remolacio 
Rexford Industrial Realty 
Richard Riley 
Marisa Rogalski 
Kathy Rosenberger 
Lucile Russo 
Breanna Schachner 
Chuck & Jill Schreiber
Michael & Karen Schreiber 
Candy & Larry Sears 
David Seastrom 
Sue Seden 
Chad Shaw
Peter & Carolyn Shea 
Jonathan Shinn (purchased car 
donated by Cory Youngberg)
Nikole Sideropoulos 
Doni Silva 
Linda & Ralph Simmonds 
Slater Print Management Inc.
Tracy & Jim Slater 
Claire Slater 
Kirby Slater 
Lily Slater 
Jorget Sotomayor 
Kelsey + Jeremy Sotomayor 

Karina Sousa 
Clyde & Susie Stauff 
George Saad
Tommye Steinmeyer 
Susan & Jim Stiefel 
Welsey Stone 
Michael Talbot 
Lorelle Tanchuk 
Trico 
Emma Trimm 
Ruth & Larry Tucker 
Chris Veitch 
Guy & Judith Walker  
Nancy Watson 
Tracy Webb 
Colleen Welsh 
Leslie White 
John & Margaret Williams 
Capital Group 
Diane Williamson 
Paige Woodruff 
Wright Finlay & Zak 
Forest Wylder 
Anita York 
Kathie Young 
Cory & Courtney Youngberg 
Amy & David Zak 

In Kind Donations
Mesa Center Automotive
Catherine & John Craft – The 
Pizza Bakery 
Tom Rakestraw
Tom Vincent – Payne & Fears 
Anita York
Cory Youngberg
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For more information, visit us at www.maehouse.org 
P.O. Box 2953 • Newport Beach, CA • 92659

Tax ID #47-5501988 License #306005295
Mae House is a 501(c)3 Non-Profit Organization

 @MaeHouse_                  @maehouse521 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT	 OUR VISION STATEMENT
To foster a full and abundant life for adults with 
developmental disabilities within a supportive 
and loving residential community. 

To provide a residential community and home 
for adults with developmental disabilities to live 
active engaging lives. 

Editors: Annie, Jess and Liz


